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Remember To Keep Christ in Christmas

The number one way to keep Jesus Christ in your Christmas celebrations is to havgHim

present in your daily life. If you're not sure what it means to become a believe
Christ, check out this article or con

To Know God Personall ybo I f you've al

act
rea

Him the center of your life, keeping Christ in Christmas is more about the way you ljve

your life than the things you say such as "Merry Christmas" versus "Happy Holi-
days."

Keeping Christ in Christmas means daily revealing the character of, love and the Fpirit
of Christ that dwells in you, by allowing these traits to shine through your actions. Here

are simple ways to keep Christ the central focus of your life this Christmas season.

Give God one very special gift just from you to Him:

Let this gift be something personal, that no one else needs to know about, and let i
sacrifice. David said in Il Samuel 24 that he would not offer a sacrifice to God that
him nothing. Maybe your gift to God will be to forgive someone you've needed to f
give for a long time. You may discover a gift you give back to yourself. Forgivenes
to set a prisoner free, and to realize the prisoner was you. Perhaps your gift will
commit to spending time with God daily. Or maybe there is something God has a
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(Continued from patje
you to give up. Make this your most important gift of the season.

Plan a project of good will this Christmas:

Thank about "adopting" a single mom. There ar | ot
money to buy gifts for their child. Do you have an elderly neighbor that is in need of home repairs or yarq work?

Find someone with a genuine need, involve your whole family and see how happy you can make somgone this
Christmas.

Take a group Christmas caroling in a nursing home or a children's hospital:

Incorporate Christmas caroling at a nursing home into your yearly staff Christmas party plans. Tour thg facility
while singing Christmas carols. Take pictures because you will want to reflect on the party for many ydars, be-
cause your hearts wil!/ be full of tenderness and it

Give a surprise gift of service to each member of your family:

A

Jesus taught wus to serve by washing the discip]ebs
receive." Acts 20:35 The idea of giving an unexpected gift of service to members of your family is to demgnstrate
Christlike love and service. You might consider giving a back rub to your spouse, running an errand fpr your

brother, or cleaning out a closet for your mother. Make it personal and meaningful and watch the blessings multi-

ply.

Set aside a time of family devotions on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning:

Before opening the gifts, take a few minutes to gather together as a family in prayer and devotions. Read the
Christmas story in Luke 1:56 through 2:220. Read a few other Bible verses and discuss as a family th¢ true
meaning of Christmas.

Attend a Christmas church service together with your family:
If you are alone this Christmas or don't have family living near you, invite a friend or a neighbor to join you

Send Christmas cards that convey a spiritual message:

This is an easy way to share your faith at Christmas time. If you've already bought the reindeemncaptsb-
lem! Just write a Bible verse and include a personal message with each card.

Write a Christmas letter to a missionary or someone in ministry work:

This idea is dear to my heart! For many years now | have received a special letter from a special perpon each
Christmas. Opening the letter is always like opening a priceless gift on Christmas morning. Many missjonaries
are unable to travel home for the holidays, so it can be a very lonely time for them. Write a special Chrisgmas let-
ter to a missionary or someone working in ministry work. Thanking them for giving their life in service fo the
Lord is one of the best things you can do. Trust me it will mean more than you can imagine!

Love And Compassion Ministries is a ministry of hope because
Jesus Christ is in everything we do!

Please help us keep hope alive! GIVEYour gift is tax deductible.

Love And Compassion Ministries
P.O. Box 152636
Cape Coral, Florida 339152636

Thank Youl!
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Jeffrey Shicks Q-Is the bridge a place where you feel like you cango
I n todayods society it i sanddustbefyourself|but stil aveia gooditime? p gr s o
impacting lives positively, a person who makes a dif-
ference within and outside of their community, and y&%-Yes! The Bridge is a wonderful place! Pretty mugh
is enjoying the things they do every moment, and pasverybody knows everyone and we get a long great.
severing through everything with a great attitude.

Q-What are some of the activities enjoyed the most,jon

However an awesome example of a person who fisiday nights?
this description fully well is Jeffrey Shicks. Some of
you may know him, or have just heard about him. Fé+-Most of the middle school kids hang out around the
those of you who havenotviddo gane atieas or dhe newxvatuap guitar playing( i f
one of the most important, caring, and outreachirggea, and they love the Nintendo wii. Other kids p4r-
things he has accomplished. ticularly a little older participate in karoke, hang o
and talk, or use the
weight room.

Creating the Bridge
The bridge is a youth cen-
ter that welcomes any
teen, but mainly reaches
out to those who may not
have a supportive home , , , A-Yes! They have classe
life/stable parenting, or 0 BER ¢ By Monday through Thurs-
have decided to take a el s day that help teens in thq
wrong turn and need areas t hey don
someone to confide in, learn at home such as
and help guide them in cooking, budgeting, ac-
choosing to make the bes counting, parenting, and
choices possible. even driving education

classes. They have a ce
The members who work with the teens here target pta&in program set up for rewarding the teens thpt
orities in helping them to engage in positive activitiegraduate these classes and they are provided a freq all
and relationships. It is also an environment where thay pass to Busch Gardens, Tampa.
teens are comfortable in their own skin and feel they
can hang out with friends, yet are encouraged to infl@-Is there anything that costs money?
ence other peers positively, and participate in activities
that are fAcool 06 yet s af eA The only charge is food otherwise the bridge i a
non-profit organization and they receive most donp-
May 2004 was the grand opening of the bridge. Thetiens, provisions from churches.
was a turnout of about 300 people, and the opening
included a concert, food, speakers and muchmore. Q-Does t he Bridge providle t
have a ride?
| went downtown where the center is located and inter-
viewed some of the teens that were participating th&t The bridge has there own shuttle bus service whjch
Friday night and also spoke with Jeffery (the director)pi cks teens up and tran|spol
Here were the questions | asked different teens anave transportation.
their responses.

Q-does the bridge offer
any special classes?

v)

_ o Q-Do you ever go out as a group in the community?
Q- What is the age range/age majority of teens who
participate there? A-The bridge members work with juveniles in the sys-

tem and they go out together once a week and dp a

A-_Peqpl_eﬁs ages really d‘BIBcEdTéjomlﬂu'ﬁityEeR/iEe days they ¢ome
Friday nights is usually teens who are somewhat older

15+ However, weekdays range anywhere frdm 5

Q-Are there any community activities you participaje
grade and +.

in?
(Continued on padpe
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A- They help gather gifts for needy children durin
Christmas and they also hand out book bags full
school supplies, and try to help out with clothes e
for needy teens and families.

or you can contact them by phone at (239)-6803

The Bridge is located in downtown Fort Myers at
If you are interested in learning more about The Bridge 2128 Cleveland Avenue
or ways you can help out or maybe even want to go Next to the bridge!
there with a friend or two, here is their website.
www.urbanteens.org

Article and Pictures by:
Jordan Tutterrow
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