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Welcome Van Wellsi A Christian Who Loves Jesus!
Van Shares His Experiences of Life in Another World

Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you ever had the desire to explore and interact with a different culture? If yol
was it for a vacation or to experience the labor of love?

One of our new direc-"
tors, Van Wells, recently ===
returned from a eight™ = ——
week mission trip which === ‘
was a labor of love to™
give some hope to disad

B

vantaged people in
Santiago, Dominican=
Republic. -
Van says, i

way to get to know peo-
ple in a third world cul-
ture is to spend some
qual ity ti mc ™ AT : _
Van Wells With Some Santiago Children

did,

Van was invited to live with a family and in doing so he experienced a totally diffefent

way of life. A local Florida newspaper conducted an interview with Van in regard
his trip and his experiences. The following is the result of that interview:

Q. Why did you go to visit the poor people in Santiago?A. | went to find out the
needs of the people there and to ask
because of my beliefs. | believe that Jesus taught us to bear each others burdens.
taught us to invite people to dinner who we can never repay.

Q. You spent many weeks over the Christmas Holidays with the people of Santiago.
What was it about? It was about taking some needy children and mothers to hospita
and medical clinics. It was about working on a garden project so the people could fq
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He also
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spread of disease. It is about buying simple things like a baseball bat, gloves, etc.,
then spending time playing the game with them. It is about reading stories to the ch
dren, praying together, and sharing the bible with children who are just beginning to
velop morals.

themselves. It was about buying materials and making mosquito nets to help stop tr
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It was about buying a stroller for a child with neul
ter life, while sharing some smiles and laughter. For me, it was just about sharing the love of Jesus!

Q. This was a mission trip so how were you funded

or paid? | was paid with agape love, an unconditional

kind of love that one can only experience through the

love of Jesus. When a needy child smiles back at you,

prays with you, and reaches out to hold your hand,

you have earned your reward. When disadvantaged

children really know how much you love them, then

the love of Jesus has gone full circle. Jesus asked the

question, ADo you |l ove me? He also said Alf you | ov
me , feed my sheep. 0 What wil |l we say, how wi l

answer? Yes? No?

Q. What else do you have to say to your Christian
friends and neighbors? May God be with you and

bless you all, with much lovevan Wells.

Facts: In 2004 over 3340 people lost their lives from
floods and mudslides in Haiti and Dominican Repub-
lic.

To any visitors of the island of Haiti or Hispaniola, it
appears incongruous that two countries so different
culturally can coexist in such a small area. Haiti on
the western part has an Afisench culture while the
Dominican Republic on the eastern extension is His-
panic. Haitians speak Creole and French; Dominicans
speak Spanish. The population of Haiti is mostly
black. The Dominican Republic is mostly mulatto
with a minority of black and white. In fact, the two
countries merely coexist on this small island, with
conflicts arising almost everyday between the two
governments.




